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1 . DURING MARCH 17 INTERVIEW WITH MFA CONSULAR DIVISION CHIEF 
ZHELENSKLAX SAID WE CANNOT ACCEPT THE POSITION OF KOVACHEV 
THAT GOB "OBJECTS" TO EMBASSY CONTACTING BULGARIANS FOR WHOM 
WE HAVE DOCUMENTATION PERMITTING US TO ISSUE THEM AMERICAN 
VISAS OR WHO MAY HAVE BEEN SUBJECT OF INQUIRIES FROM THEIR 
AMERICAN RELATIVES. AMB ALSO INQUIRED ABOUT THE LIST OF 14 
CASES WHICH KOVACHEV HAD SAIFW COULD NOT HAVE. 

2. ZHELENSKI PRODUCED A LETTER FROM A BULGARIAN CONTACTED 
BY THE EMBASSY WHO HAD SAID HE DID NOT WISH TO TRAVEL TO 
AMERICA, CLAIMING THAT BULGARIAN HAD "COMPLAINED" THAT THE 
EMBASSY WAS TRYING TO INDUCE HIM TO TRAVEL THERE. AMB SAID 
WE ARE NOT TRYING TO INDUCE ANYONE BUT ARE CONVEYING FACTUAL 
INXRTION IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO ANSWER OUR CONSULAR 
CORRESPONDENCE. THIS WAS NORMAL PRACTICE OF CONSULATES 
EVERYWHERE. ZHELENSKI THEREUPON TOOK POSITION THAT SINCE 
GOB WAS INTERPOSING NO OBSTACLES TO THE DEPARTURE OF 
BULGARIANS AND WAS NOTIFYING ALL PERSONS CONCERNED TO 
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THAT EFFECT, THERE WAS "NO NEED" FOR EMBASSY O CM- 
TACT THEM ALSO. WE HAD NO BUSINESS "INVITING" SUCH PEOPLE 
TO COME TO AMERICA. AMB REITERATED OUR POSITION AND 
MATTER WAS LEFT WITHOUT CONCLUSION. 

3. AS FOR THE 14 CASES, ZHELENSKI SAID "FRANKLY" THAT 

THE REASON WHY THEY COULD NOT GIVE US THE LIST WAS BECAUSE 
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THEY DID NOT HAVE FULL DATA ON ALL X HEM. WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED WAS THAT BULGARIAN EMBASSY HAD SUBMITTED WHAT 
INFORMATION IT HAD TO SOFIA AND THE MINISTRY HAD SAID, 

IN EFFECT, "SETTLE THEM ALL.” 

4. INTERESTINGLY, ZHELENSKI PLACED SOME EMPHASIS ON 
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN SOME OF THESE CASES. HE SAID 
WHEN BULGARIAN EMBASSY WASHINGTON HAD REPORTED SUCM 
INTEREST, THE MINISTRY HAD CABLED BACK SAYING THAT THE 
SENATOR OR CONGRESSMAN SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY INFORMED 
THAT FAVORABLE ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN TO SETTLE THE 
DIVIDED FAMILY CASE IN WHICH HE WAS INTERESTED. AMB SAID 
HE WAS GLAD TO HEAR THIS, AND IF MFA DID NOT HAVE FULL 
DATA PERHAPS THE BULGARIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON C 

BE INSTRUCTED TO GIVE WHAT THEY HAVE TO THE DEPARTMENT 
WHICH WOULD THEN FORWARD THE DATA TO US. WE NEEDED THEM 
IF WE WERE TO ISSUE VISAS EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

5. SUGGEST DEPT AGAIN CONTACT BULGARIAN EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, REFER TO AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION WITH 
ZHELENSKI MARCH 17, AND ASK FOR WHATEVER INFORMATION, 

EN IF NOT COMPLETE, THEY HAVE ON THE 14 CASES WHICH, 
ACCORDING TO MFA, HAVE BEEN SETTLED. IT SHOULD PERHAPS 
BE EXPLAINED THAT THESE CASES WILL NOT BE EFFECTIVELY 
DISPOSED OF AS DIVIDED FAMILY CASES UNLESS WE ARE ABLE 
TO ISSUE VISAS, AND THAT WE CANNOT GIVE THE GOB "CREDIT" 

IF WE DON'T KNOW THAT SUCH CASES ARE PARHX THE TOTAL 
OF WHICH BULGARIANS HAVE TOLD US IN WASHINGTON AND 
SOFIA. 
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